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1. For a fuller report on the Journal, I refer to the extensive OUP Publisher’s Report which will
be released in July. The following bullet points are additions from an editorial point of view.

2. Report on submission statistics 1 June 2017 – 26 May 2018:
◦ DSH received 164 original submissions and 71 revised submissions.
◦ Of the original submissions, 27 received an immediate final decision during this period: 

6 Accept [22.2%] and 21 Reject [77.8%]. 137 original submissions were sent back to the
authors for revision after peer review.

◦ Of the revised submissions, 37 received a final decision during this period: 36 Accept 
[97.3%] and 1 Reject [2.7%]). 100 original submissions sent back to the authors for 
revision during this period have not been submitted in their revised version during this 
period.

◦ In total, 235 submissions were received (original and revised), only 27.23% or 64 
submissions of which received their final decision during this period: 42 accept [65.6%] 
and 22 Reject [34.4%].

◦ The figures above can be explained by a number of issues which are at stake:
▪ There is an imbalance between the eagerness of authors to have their work published

in DSH and the availability and performance of peer reviewers.
▪ The number (and the quality?) of the submitted work is increasing.
▪ The availability and the standards of the peer reviewers are certainly dropping.
▪ More papers are sent back for revision for more rounds of peer review than in the 

past which results in more revised papers being accepted

◦ Breakdown of original submissions by country:

United States 22
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 19
Iran (the Islamic Republic of) 17
Germany 14
China 11
India 7
Spain 7
Canada 6
Taiwan 6
Italy 4
Japan 4
Switzerland 4
Australia 3
France 3
Ireland 3
Israel 3
Korea (the Republic of) 3
Poland 3
Denmark 2
Finland 2
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Iran, Islamic Republic of 2
Netherlands 2
Pakistan 2
Russian Federation 2
Singapore 2
Turkey 2
Bangladesh 1
Belgium 1
Ethiopia 1
Hong Kong 1
Luxembourg 1
New Zealand 1
Romania 1
Saudi Arabia 1
South Africa 1

3. Report on special and thematic issues:
◦ The 2017 DH Conference issue will not be ready for publication in 2018. This issue is 

financed by ADHO. This means that the budget allocated to this issue schould be 
transferred to 2019. The main reason for the delay is mainly because of the slow activity 
of the guest editors. The EIC had to step in and has now taken over. A second reason for 
this delay is the the problem of finding available reviewers for a couple of submissions. 
The first round of peer review is now scheduled to be completed towards the end of July.

◦ The current page budget only allows for the publication of the regular submissions. The 
previous increase of the page budget and a stricter acceptance policy has reduced the 
backlog considerably. Still, there is no possibility to honour any proposal for a thematic 
issue or section without increasing the backlog again. This means that excellent peer 
reviewed thematic collections of cutting edge DH research has to be turned down for 
publication. In the past, LLC/DSH has always had a tradition of well-received thematic 
issues/sections. This tradition is now disappearing.

◦ DSH would be the logical Journal for the publication of a peer reviewed collection from 
the EADH conference. In view of the comments above, this would need a separate 
costing and financing by EADH or the conference. 


