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Digital Scholarship in the Humanities continued to thrive in 2022 and 2023: 

• In 2022 DSH published another record breaking volume of 4 regular issues totalling up to 

1,419 pages of interdisciplinary and collaborative research in DH. The first 2 issues of 2023 

are 460 pages each. By comparison, a full volume a decade ago was 476 pages. 

• In 2022, DSH received 255 original submissions, compared to 198 in 2021 and 179 in 2020. 

In the first 5 months of 2023, DSH received 184 original submissions. 

• Acceptance rate in 2022 was 38%. Acceptance rate in the first 5 months of 2023 was 21.7%. 

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

52.5% 47.9% 43% 39.8% 46.1% 38% 27.7% 

The significant increase in direct rejection of inappropriate submissions explains the significant 

decrease in the acceptance rate in 2022. 

• Our current Impact Factor (2021) is 1.299. The Impact Factor for 2022 has not been 

published yet. 

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 

0.589 0.563 0.418 0.592 0.894 1.299 

 

• Usage has remained strong, rising to an average of 6,653 full-text views per month in 2022. 

In the first 5 months of 2023, this average has risen to 8,519 views per month, with a peak 

of over 10,000 views in April. 

 

• The impact of Covid-19 on our Indian typesetters resulted in very high production times in 

2020 and 2021. These have since improved considerably, with an average of 22 days to 

online publication in 2022 and 14.4 days in 2023. The introduction of a new PDF design and 

LaTeX templates will help to maintain a performant production. 

 

• In 2022, subscriptions went up again for the third year in a row. 

 Collection Academic Corporate Grand Total 

2020 2,433 76 1 2,510 

2021 2,452 72 0 2,524 

2022 2,563 66 1 2,630 
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• Financial / Subscription figures: 

 

    2022 

Volume 37 

  2021 

Volume 36 

  2020 

Volume 35 

  2019 

Volume 34 

No £   No £   No £   No £ 

Conventional 

Academic 

Combined 7 3,694   9 3,217   10 5,270   13 6,529 

Print 16 6,709   19 7,647   20 7,573   21 7,522 

Online 43 18,413   46 18,096   44 16,885   46 17,153 

Corporate Print 1 484         1 449       

Deeply 

Discounted 

Print 
5 616 

  
4 314 

  
5 601 

  
6 753 

    72 29,916   76 29,275   82 30,778   103 31,958 

Members 

Collected by 

OUP 

Print 349 10,695   415 13,042   730 18,270   1,018 22,080 

 

• In addition, the growth in OA content has generated revenue to offset this decline: last year 

we published 27 articles in OA (29% of the total number of articles received by production), 

generating revenue of £37,363 (compared to £35,000 in 2021) of which £23,600 (61%) was 

generated by Read and Publish deals on 21 articles (i.e. authors from participating 

institutions using Read and Publish funds to pay for OA publication). The use of R&P deals 

has doubled compared to 2021. 

 

• The 2022 Impact Factors were released in the last week of June and DSH has been awarded 

a 2022 Impact Factor of 0.8. The increase in 2021 and the decrease in 2022 is a result of 

Clarivate's changed approach to article publication dates, which has had a depreciative effect 

on the IF’s of most journals this year. The current Impact Factor corresponds with the 2020 

IF which has thus remained stable. 

 

DSH’s 2022 Journal Citation Indicator is 1.56. The Journal Citation Indicator (JCI) is the 

average Category Normalised Citation Impact (CNCI) of citable items (articles & reviews) 

published by a journal over a recent three-year period. The average JCI in a category is 1. 

Journals with a JCI of 1.5 have 50% more citation impact than the average in their category.  

 

From the above you can see that DSH still has an above average impact, which is not 

reflected in the IF this year because the company that owns the metrics has changed the 

formula for their calculations. 

 

• For the first time in the history of the journal, the Editor-in-Chief is retracting a number of 

articles due to compromised and manipulated peer review processes and fraud by authors. 

This follows an investigation by the Editor-in-Chief and OUP’s legal and ethics teams into 

information provided by a whistleblower about a Russian paper mill. The Editor-in-Chief 

has sought training from COPE on how to detect and deal with (systematic) manipulation of 

the publication process. DSH now uses algorithms to flag unusual activity, which have 

already proved useful. 


