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Summary
For a full report on the Journal, I refer to the extensive OUP Publisher’s Report. The following 
bullet points are additions from an editorial point of view.

Main highlights are:
• The Journal is in a very healthy state
• The number of submissions is steady
• The acceptance rate continues to be quite high around 60%. I see several reasons for this:

• The quality of the submitted work is increasing
• The standards of the peer reviewers are certainly dropping
• More papers are sent back for revision and more rounds of peer review than in the 

past which results in more revised papers being accepted
• The 2 year backlog has been reduced thanks to the increased page budget
• A total of 917 pages were published in 2016 (4 ssues + 1 supplement)
• A total of  615 pages have already been published in 2017 (2 issues + 1 supplement), 

containing 44 papers and 3 book reviews by 123 authors. 

Main problems are:
• Dropping interest with scholars to function as peer reviewers
• Dropping standards with peer reviewers
• Increase of workload for Editor because of more and more peer reviewers and authors are 

not willing to interact with the online management system 

Suggested Solutions:
• Some sort of compensation for peer reviewers

Edward Vanhoutte
Editor-in-Chief


